STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS  for The Hot Zone
by Richard Preston

Please indicate the page number(s) where you find the answers for each question.
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Chapter 1:  Something in the Forest

1. Who is Charles Monet?  Describe his history and habits.

2.  The author makes a distinction between lethal and nonlethal contagion.  What is the difference?

3.  Describe the behavior of weaverbirds and what makes them interesting.

4. Why were workers burning the fields? What impact does this have on the migration of microbes and the natural biodiversity of an area?

5.  Where is Mount Elgon?  Describe the surrounding environment.

6.  Why is salt so “precious” in the rainforest?

7.  How may Charles Monet have been exposed to a level 4 virus?

8.  List the symptoms, feelings, and progression of the disease as it struck Monet.  Draw a picture of this patient.

9.  List all the contacts Monet had, from symptoms to death.  Then list the next three people each of those contacts might have had.  How many possible infections do you have in this scenario?

10.  Why don’t antibiotics work on viruses?

11.  What does it mean for his bloodstream to “throw clots”?

12.  Is the agent that killed Charles Monet a character in the Hot Zone?  If it is a character, what sort of a character is it and what role does it seem to play?

Chapter 2: Jumper

13.  Who is Dr. Shem Musoke?

14.  Describe some of the tools the doctor uses on Monet to find out what is wrong.  What is the flaw in his procedure?

15.  What happened to Dr. Shem Musoke, who worked on Charles Monet?  How could this have been prevented?

16.  What is the range of normal blood pressure?  What do the two numbers represent?

17.  Dr. Musoke is concerened that he might have malaria.  who do the symptoms of malaria compare to the ones he is experiencing?

18.  Why did Dr. David Silverstein purify the serum?  What is this?

Chapter 3:  Diagnosis

19.  What is a filovirus?

20.  Which is the worst of the filovirus “sisters”?  What is the kill rate in humans?

21.  What does it mean to “jump species”?  What are some examples of this?

22.  Is virus alive or not?  How would you define life?  What are the characteristics of a virus that make it seen NOT alive?  What characteristics does a virus have that make it seem alive?

23.  What is WHO? What do they do?

24.  What is Shem Musoke’s recollection about his illness?  Any lingering symptoms?

Chapter  4:  A Woman and a Soldier

25.  Describe Nancy Jaax, who is she?  Decribe her job, house, family, location?

26.  Nancy is a meticulous cleaner and Jerry is impulsive.  How does this set up the story about finding disease agents?

27.  Nancy cuts herself in the kitchen.  How does this foreshadow the events to come?

Chapter  5:  Project Ebola

28.  What was Nancy’s specialty in the lab?

29.  What does USAMRIID stand for?

30.  Describe the characteristics of the four levels of BSL?

Chapter  6:  Total Immersion

Chapter  7:  Ebola River

Chapter  8:  Cardinal

Chapter 9: Going Deep

What is one general theory for the origin of AIDS?

